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T a Time when the Houfe‘of Lords has refufed to concur 

A with the Gommons in difqualifying Contraétors to fit in 
Parliament, -I conceive that I fhall do the Public a Service 

‘by fetting before them a few Faéts relative to this Race of Men: 
For from thefe I have. little Doubt that every Reader will mfer for 
himfelf the almoft infinite Extent of unconftitutional Influence, 
when even the Nobles of the Land are feen to bow down before it ; 
and when, -in Contradiction to their Lordthips venal Affertions, he 
fhall be enabled to prove that Contractors, to whom they have ex- 
tended their Patronage, are in Reality what the People have {tated 
them to be, the Inftruments of Public Prodigality and Parliamen- 
tary Corruption. .To this End, therefore, it sis neceflary in ‘the 
firft Place to demonftrate, that the Profits allowed by Government 
‘on Contracts are exorbitant, and confequently adequate to the Pur- 
_pofes of Corruption; and, fecondly, to prove thatrthey ‘are at leaft 
in Part applied to the Maintenance of thefe Purpofes. , 
A Comparifon between two Contra¢ts, one made in the laft, the 
other in the prefent War, may ferve to juftify the former of thefe 
Charges. In the Jaft War Sir William Baker contra@ted, and ha- 
neftly performed his Contract, for fupplying ‘the Forces in North 
America with frefh and talt Provifions at the Rate of Sixpence a Ra- 
tion, to be delivered by him into the King’s Stores on the other Side 
of the Atlantic. In the prefent War Sir George Wombwell, &c. 
$c. contra€t for delivering into the King’s Storehoufes at Curke 
“Provifions for the Forces in North America, at-the-Rate of Five- 
A a } pence 
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pence Three Farthings a Ration, leaving it to Government to bear 
the Expence, or to make another Contract for tranfporting and 
convoying them on from Corke to the.Place of their Confumption, 
together with all Rifques and additional Charges on other Store- 
houfes in North America; thus, at the very lowett, making every 
Ration ftand the Public in upwards of Tenpence at the Time of its 
Delivery. Herein fo {mall a Sum is a Difference of Fourpence 
Farthing, a Difference for which no Change of Times can be ad- 
mitted by any Means to account, and which, as I faid before, can 
only be allowed by Miniftry to the Contra¢tor and his Lift for cer- 
tain valuable Confiderations. not expreffed in the oftenfible Contra. 

But in the Sums actually paid to Contractors, how dreadful is the 
Difference that muft fubfift on this Score alone! Its Amount in the 
Year 1779, as authenticated by the Secretary at War, in his Account 
. of the Army Extraordinaries returned to Parliament, is 


\ oa ae A 
3 9 I 

While by a DeduGtion of 40 per.Cent. or State- sos tip li ll 
ment of the Sum of — — — 321,019 3 10 

“Which would have been the whole payable on a } 
Contract fimilar to that entered into. with Sir 
William Baker, we fee.that the Profits of Sir 
William James, Sir George Wombwell, John 
‘Henniker, -William Devaynes, ‘John Durand, 

Robert Mayne, Anthony Bacon, and Adam 

‘Drummond, «Contractors and Members of 

Parliament, on being allowed to depofit the 

Provifions in Corke, inftead of tranfporting 

_and iffuing .them in Nerth America, amount een eee 
to no lefsaSumthan —— —— — 214,027 15 11 

But as thefe Gentlemen have allowed Sir.Wil- : 
liam Baker an Advantage of. one Farthing in 
Confideration of Freight and all Rifques acrofs | 
the Atlantic Ocean, we mutt dedué& that Far- 
thing, and fo leave their nett Profits only 205,410 1g 32 

‘Which no Man will affirm to be more than a reafonable Compen- 

fation for-an-acquiefcent uninquifitive Concurrence with every Mea-~ 

fure that has, from the Commencement of the prefent Sy{tem, been 
propofed or favoured by Adminiftration. 

But in this {mall Sum of one’Farthing we do not 
find that Mefirs. Mure, Son,.and ATKINSon, = ff"! 9 
are by any Means difpofed to acquiefce. Were = 3 
this the whole Allowance for the Freight of 
every Ration, the entire Charge would amount 
to the Sum of only — omesiane 8,917 © at 

Whereas there have been advanced to thefe Gen- | 
‘tlemen at fundry Times, between the 1sth 


ef February, 1779, and. the 25th of January, 
1780, 
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93 
1780, for the fingle Article of freighting Ships sf. SB 

with Provifions to North America, the Sum of 271,973 10 © 
While for the Armament of Tranfport Ships thus 

employed ; the Value of 14 Ships taken by the 

Americans; the Amount of feveral Tranf{ports; 

‘with the Hire and Maintenance of extraSeamen 

put on board fundry Ships employed in carrying 

Provifions to North America, for the Ufe of the 

‘Forces there, within the fame Space of Time 

they have received an additional Payment of 139,217 11 7 





“Making together, for Freight and Charges inci- 
dent thereunto, the Sum of —~ — .411,1I9t 9 7 


The enormous Amount of this Sum might lead us to conceive, 
that Mefirs. Mure and Atkinfon muft have been employed to con- 
vey other Provifions to North America befides thofe which had been 
previoufly ftored at Corke. If fuch, however, be the Fad, the Se- 
.cretary at War has left the Public entirely in the Dark concerning 
it, for thofe alone ftand {pecified in his Return, In order, there- 
fore, to leflen the Difficulty of accounting for the Difpofal of fuch a 
Sum, we may reafonably admit a Conjecture, that the Perfons to 
whom it has been paid have alfo been the Carriers of thofe Re- 
mittances for the Ufe of the Forces in North America, for which 
Thomas Harley and Henry Drummond, Efqrs. and Members of Par- 
-liament, have contracted with Government ; -for which they have 
received in the laft Year the Sum of 1,588,000]. 2s. and for which 
they have given the Public Reafon to expe& they will render fome 
Account, in a Space not much exceeding the Term of twelve Years *, 
We may likewile {uppofe them in Part.freighted with thofe pretty 
Prefents of Scalping Knives and Tomahawks, which God and Na- 
ture has inftructed us to put into the Hands of the Indians, and for 
which Robert Knox, Efq; has been paid, fince the Begianing of laft. 


May, the Sum of 31,1861. 188. 73d. 
As 


* The Votes of the Houfe of Commons, April 10, 1780, give us Reafon to hope 
that thefe Gentlemen may be called to an Account much more fpeedily. The Par- 
ticulars of the Sum of 68,4361. 15s. 7d. the Profits on 4,860,024.!. 1s. 2d. Amount 
of Bills of Exchange drawn on Mefirs. Harley and Drummond, for the Ufe of his 
Majefty’s Forces in North America ;-of the Sum of 4253431. 1s. 1d. the Profits on 
2,127,5701. 2d. remitted in Specie by the fame for the fame Purpofes ;—and alfo of 
the Sum of 237.8991. 14s. 7d. the Charges on thefe two Sums taken together, and 
amounting to 6,987,600]. 1s. 2d. together with the'Particulars of the feveral Sums 
remitted in Specie vy Mefits. Harley and Drummond for the fame Purpofe, with the 
Charges attending the fame, from March 13, 1778, to April 10, 1780, inclufive, have 
all been ordered to be laid before the Houfe. ‘Till thefe are prefented, we fhall defer 
any farther Confideration of the Caiamities accruing to the Nation from this prodigious 
Export of our Specie. The Profits on the Remittances are the Subjeét of our prefent 
Attention, and they feem fully to account for the Confequences afcribed to them, the 
uniform Support of every Minifterial Queftion in Parliament by the Contractors them- 
felves, and perhaps of a Lift that may be appointed to partake in the Profits of the 


Con tract, 
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-. As Mr. Arxinson has probably by this Time fixed the Atten- 
tention of my Reader, I am unwilling to change its Object by en- 
quiring into the Profits accruing to John Stephenfon, Efq; Con- 
tractor and Reprefentative of St. Michael in Cornwall, upon the 
Sum of 81,099 1. 11s. 23d. paid to him in the Courfe of laft Year 
for Provifions iffued to the Forces in various Places. <I will ac- 
cordingly now pafs him .by, together with Mr. Durand's and Mr. 
Bacon’s farther Contracts, on which thefe two Gentlemen, the one 
for Services fimilar to thofe of Mr. Stevenfon, the other for depo- 
pofiting at Deptford, and elfewhere in the River Thames, Provi- 
fions to be ufed in the Weft-Indies, have received the refpective 
Suins of 68581. 14.8. 3d. and 22,2281. 17s. 8d. ‘To the inautpi- 
cious Name cf Atkinfon I will therefore henceforward confine my- 
felf ; and, firft acknowledging my Part in that great Obligation under 
which the Author of aPampilet, entitled Facts, has laid the Public, 
will proceed, with his Affiitance, to ftate avery brief Hiftory of:a 
very long Series of Iniquities, from which the Reader will probably 
infer at leaft as much as had originally undertaken to demonttrate. 

The Commencement then of Mr. Atkinfon’s Dealings with Go- 

vernment was in the Year 1775, -when he obtained ‘from Lord 
North a (veréal) Contraé for fupplying the Troops in North Ame- 
sica with an Article never before confidered as neceflary to an Ar- 
my, namely Rum. By this Agreement he.was.to deliver zn Fa- 
wmaica 100,000 Gallens.of Rum, at the Rate of 4s. gd. a Gallon, 
and to ftand abjolutely free from all Charges of Freight, Infurance, 
Leakage, Commiffion,..&c. &c. . 

In. the Year 1776,he obtained another Contra@t, in which the 
‘Treafurysagreed with this Gentleman for. 500,000 Gallons of Rum, 
.to be delivered by-him in North America at the Price of 5s. 3d. a 
Gallon. 

That this Allowance was exorbitant: is what I am about to 
“prove : Same Gentlemen of the Houle of Commons, however, tock 
at for granted. They accordingly folicited and obtained the Appoint- 
ment of a Committee to enquire into the Nature and particular 
-Circumftances of thefe Rum-Contracts. This Committee fat in 
the Year 1778, and to them, as their own Report ftill witnefies, 
It appeared, 

Firft, That at the very Time when Lord North was, in the Year 
1775, agreeing to pay Mr. Atkinion 4s.,4.d. a.Gallon for Jamaica 
Rum delivered: 7x famaica, Jamaica Rum was: bought for the 
Navy here in London at the Maft-Head at 2s. 2d. a:Gallon; and 
alfo that the Seller had been .at .all.the.Charges from which the 
. Contractor was fet. free, by which Means Mr. Atkinfon’s Allow- 
ance upon his Contract was.made confiderably more than twice the 
real Value. | , | 

It farther appeared to the Committee that Mr. Atkinfon, being 
-alarmed for his Profits::if they -fhould come-under a Parliamentary 


Inquiry. 
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Inquiry, which feemed to. threaten him, had requefted that this 
fecond Contract might be referred to fome Weft-India Merchants 
for their Opinion on the Subje&t: That it was accordingly refer- 
red to fome very tefpeGtable’'Gentlemen, who reported to the Trea~ 
fury Board, that the firft Coft of the Rum, including Cafks, Ifland 
Leakage, Commiffion, and Shipping Charges at Jamaica, amounts 
to 2s..§d. aGallon, and that when delivered in North America 
the Rum might ftand_ the Contractor in about 4s. oid. a Gallon, 
‘«€ Jeaving him in the Belly of each the moft ample Profit, even in 
thefe perilous Times.” 

Thus we fee the improvident Wafte of the Public Treafure ab= 
folutely.reduced to a Demonftration. For if Mr. Atkinfon, ftill 
retaining: to himfelf an ample Profit, could have delivered in North 
America .500,000 Gallons of Jamaica Rum at the Price of 4s. oid. 
(which is 33d. a Gallon lefs than he received for deliveting 100,000 
‘Gallons in Jamaica in the Year 1775) in the whole amounting to 


Lye on! 
100,52 6 8 
“What Apology can be accepted for an Admini- 

{tration that has acquiefced in his Demand of 131,250 © o 
“Which actually, in the Courfe of a fingle Year, 

and ona fingle Article, and that too an Innova- 

tion, beftows on this pernicious Member of 

Society an unearned Sum of — — 30,728 13 4 





The Payments returned by the Secretary at War, as made upon 
-other Accounts, to this fame Mr. Atkinfon, in the Year 1779, I 
“have ftated above. During the four Years, immediately preced- 
‘ing, he received (in the whole) of Public Money, 1,780,000]. and 
on this SumI fhould conceive it now no mighty Injury, either to the 
Minifter or the Contractor, to fuppofe that he has reaped a Profit 
adequate to the Produce of the Contracts here inveftigated. I have 
chofen, however, to confine myfelf to the Difcufiion of this fingle 
Year 1776, merely, becaufe having come under a competent Exa- 


mination, the Exorbitancy of this Man’s pilfered or collufively 


permitted Emoluments, is afcertained beyond the Poffibility of an 
Evafion. ) 

Some fhrewd and penetrating Antiquarians have difcovered, that 
the great Atchievements performed by feveral Perfons of the Name 
-of Hercules have been erroneoufly afcribed only to one, and have 
accordingly with much laudable Labour exerted themfelves to de- 
prive this grand Monopolift of his unjuftifiable:Pretenfions, and re- 
{tore to each of the others their refpective Quotas of Renown. In 
like equitable Manner will I now deal by the fair Renown attendant 
on the Denomination of Atkinfon, nor fuffer one, however fuperi- 


or to the reft, to abforb within himfelf that Share which is juftly — 


earned by another of the Name. It is not the Rum Contraétor that 
| Bb has 
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has lately dealt for Corn in Canada; it is not the Rum Contraéor 
who is joined in thofe feveral Contracts for delivering Provifions in- 
to Storehoufes at Corke for the Ufe of the Forces in North Ameri- 
ca, which have already been inquired into. No; it is not the Rum 
Contra¢tor ;—this Praife is dueonly to CHRISTOPHER ATKINSON, 
Efq;- Corn Factor and Contractor, to whom I am now about to ac- 
knowledge my Obligation for as ample a Proof of my fecond Pofi- 
tion as Ihave already been (with bis Affiftance) enabled to lay be- 
fore the Public of my firft. 


In order, therefore, to prove that the exorbitant Profits allowed | 


by Government on Contracts are not only adequate, but actually in 
Part applied to the Purpofes of Corruption, I produce to the Pub- 
lic the following Letter, which had been fent to a Freeman of Hey- 
don, in this County, whofe Spirit is above the contemptible Confi- 
derations with which his Correfpondent has endeavoured to corrupt 
him, and who has veneroufly given me his Permiffion to turn it to 
whatever Ufe may appear to me moft contributary to the Public 
Advantage. I will not, however, bring forward his Name; let the 
Man whole Signature it bears deny it if he can. It was written on 
the Vacancy occafioned by the Death of the late Admiral Sir Charles 
Saunders. That Mr. Atkinfon did not fucceed in the Eleétion 
makes no Change in the Criminality of Adminiftration ; neither does 
it diminifh the Credibility of the Writer's Affertion on that Head. 


Lonpon, Dec. tg, 1775. 
To | 





Dear Sir, 
OU’LL fe by the inclofed*, our Mr A—’s perfuit.—He 
fets out for Heydon, on thurfday morning; with every 
Power, that the Boards cf Treafury, Admiralty, Excife and 
Cuftoms can give him.—The Eleétion will come on in about 10 


Days. Your procuring: Mefi” ’s Votes will particularly 
oblige us.—If your Mr — can find time to Ride to Heydon Mr 


A. will be happy to fee him; He hopes-to have the Pleafure of 
Mr ——’s Company. 





We are Dear Sir 


(A fteral Copy.) yours very truly 
, CHR: ATKINSON & Co. 


Let us now paufe for a‘Moment, and contemplate the -trium- 
phant Entry of Mr. Atkinfon into the Borough of Heydon; and 
feeing him attended by fuch amazing Powers, can we forbear ‘to de- 
mand for-what very extraordinary Purpofes they have thus marthall- 
ed theméfelves in the Train of fucha Man? The Reafon, is alas! too 


obvious: It is, that a Contractor may -be made a Member of Par- 
lament ; 


* A printed Paper, declaring himfelf a Caztdidate for the Borough of Heydor, 
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liament; that a Man already paid for may promote the unconftitu- 
tional Influence that has bought him; that a Man already fecured 
to the Interefts of the American War may be vefted with Power to 


affift a Minifter (perhaps a Partner in his Profits on Blood) in having 


it ftill continued. To this End it is that a Contractor mutt be fup~ 
ported with the Public Treature, and even with that Money which 
makes Part of the Navy Debt, againft the Country Intereft in every 
Borou;h. To this End it is that the Commons’ Houfe in Parlia- 
ment has rejected a Bill, propofed by Mr. Crewe, for difqualifying 
the Votes of Revenue Officers in Elections, tor that would have di- 
ininifhed the Power of the Boards of Excife and Cuftoms to return 
Contractors to Parliament. To this End itis that the Lords’ Houfe 


has rejected a Bill to difqualify Contractors themfelves from fitting 


in Parliament. And to this End it is (for I will venture the Pro- 
phecy) that Mr. Burke’s Bull for reftraining Public Prodigality and 
Corruption, if ever it get through the Houle of Commons, will en- 
counter its final Deftiny under their Lordthips Hands. 

On ourfelves alone, therefore, the whole Bufinets of Reformation 
mutt devolve. —Good God! Are thefe then the Channels into which 
the Public Money are turned, and fhall we with Patience hear it 
termed our ** Phrenzy,”’ that we endeavour to reftore it to its natural 
Courfe? No, for it is the very Temperance of Virtue to try to chide 
it home; to exert the full Power of the People to purify our own 
Reprefentatives : And when we have purged the Houfe of Commons, 
perhaps our Sobriety itfelf may dictate the Expediency of proceed- 
ing a little farther—to bleed the Houfe of Lords. 

{n the Year 1386 the Houfe of Commons replied to the De- 


mands of an ill-advifed and extravagant King that « they would not 
grant him aSupply, and defired that thofe might be called to Ac- 


count through whofe Hands the Public Money Had pafled, affirm. . 


ing that the King would find, in the Confifcation of the Mifmana- 
gers Eitates, w'erewithal to anfwer the Occafions of the State. *” 
Were our Reprefentatives to adopt this Exainple, and, in Compli- 
ance with our Petitions, to withhold even the additional Taxes 
which we are henceforward doomed to fuftain ; and were the King 
thus left to look for Supplies in the Confifcation of the Mi{mana- 
gers Eftates, or even of the Profits which they have derived from 
this very Mifmanagement, we thould either have feen the Mea{ures 
that have occafioned our prefent Calamities relinquifhed, and confe- 

uently the Occafion for new Taxes at an End, or we fhould enjoy 
the Satisfaction of feeing them carried into Execution at the Cott 
of thofe who, for their own filthy Lucre, have advifed or abetted 
them. But how effentially different is the real Fatt; it is not to 
the King that we now in Effect make the Grant, but, through him, 
to thefe identical Mifmanagers thenifelves. 
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* Rapin, 
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-[ have heard it fophiftically urged as an Argument in Behalf of 
that Influence againft which we have petitioned, that it would not 


be right to take away the Power of the Crown. I altogether ad- 


mit the Faét, but deny that the Terms are fynonimous. Is this 
Species of Influence the conftitutional Power of the Crown ? If not, 
it is our Duty to fubvert it. Is Corruption even the proper Prefer- 
vative of the con(titutional Influence of the Crown? If not, Cor- 
ruption muft be fubdued; a legitimate Power cannot ftand in Need 
of fuch a rotten Staff. Butif it be a Power not conferred by the 
Conftitution that.is aimed at by the ungentlemanlike and un- 
handfome -Practices of Bribery, not only the Means, but the 
very End, fo far as it has been attained to, requires an imme- 
diate Control'from the pacific Exertion of that Power which yet 
remains unpilfered from the Hands of the Peaple. But Influence, 
fays. a Lawyer, is. the Subftitute for an exploded Prerogative*: I 
deny the Fact. ‘* Prerogative,” according to the learned Selden, 
‘‘ is fomething that can be told what it is:” But I would have 
defied even Selden -to have told me what Influence is. Shall 
this indefinite Species of Power then be. deemed a Subftitute for 


_ «¢a Law which concerns the King?” ‘The latter is intelligible and 
& & 


beneficial to the Subject, the former.a vague and uncertain Evil, 
under which we :are now bending down. To retrieve our 
miferable Circumftances ‘from the «Weight -with which it has 
opprefied us, is the great Purpofe for which we have united. On 


this Anniverfary - therefore of a Day facred to Freedom, and the 
‘Memory of a’Prince who glorioufly checked the Advances of De- 
{potifm, let me exhort you to perfevere in the-Work you have fo 
well begun.—Go.on then my. Countrymen to affociate; join Hand 
to Hand and fay, ‘*.We -wilkbe ftrong in our own Caufe, our Fa- 
“thers have not in vain. tran{mitted Liberty to their Children, we 


will vindicate it as they have. done before,. and again tranfmit the 


-ineftiniable Bleffing. to. ours.” G 


PP M. is received, and fhall be attended to. 














